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1. Prognostic Risk 

• Not necessarily a risk for violence or 
dangerousness 

• Risk essentially means a difficult prognosis or 
lesser amenability to treatment 

• The higher the risk level, the more intensive the 
supervision and accountability should be; 
and vice versa 

• Mixing risk levels is contraindicated 

2. Criminogenic Need 

• Clinical syndromes or functional impairments 
(diagnosis) 

• Target criminogenic needs first 

• The higher the need level, the more intensive the 
treatment or rehabilitation services should be; 
and vice versa  

• Mixing need levels is contraindicated 
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3. Point in System 

• Limits available options (e.g., defense or 
prosecution buy-in) 

• Limits available time period for treatment and 
supervision 

• Limits available resources 

• Differences in base rates for risk and need 

• Influences risk or need level (e.g., reentry) 
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